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Windsor
                    80 Collins Street

            Lonsdale House

Please find below points you might like to use. 

Please cut and paste and add as you see fit. 

Letters should be sent to :

The Hon Justin Madden

Minister for Planning

Level 17/8 Nicholson Street,
East Melbourne VIC 3002

Email : justin.madden@parliament.vic.gov.au
And a copy to us please : info@nattrust.com.au 

Mail:

Conservation Division

National Trust of Australia (Victoria), 
Tasma Terrace, 4 Parliament Place, 
East Melbourne Vic 3002 

And you might like to write to or copy to the Lord Mayor of the City of Melbourne :

The Right Hon the Lord Mayor Robert Doyle 

City of Melbourne
PO Box 1603
Melbourne VIC 3001

Email :

lordmayor@melbourne.vic.gov.au
The Hon Justin Madden

Minister for Planning

Level 17/8 Nicholson Street,
East Melbourne VIC 3002

Dear Mr Madden,

Re: City Heritage under threat

· Such a large number of heritage buildings demolished or overwhelmed by new development will deprive Melbourne of much that is unique to its character. Too much has already been lost in recent years.

· The 1894 Eastern Arcade on Bourke Street and the rear facades of both Myer Bourke Street and David Jones have already been lost. A permit has been granted to demolish a collection of three interwar buildings behind Scots church, including Victoria’s oldest multi storey carpark, built in 1938.

· Towers already approved break the height limit in the central city, and will be overly dominant, and may provide precedent for further breaches. St Paul’s Cathedral may soon be dominated by an 88m glass office tower in Flinders Lane that is more than twice the recommended height limit of 40m. Scots Church may soon be dominated by a 51m high office tower where the height limit is 30m.

· Heritage buildings should be preserved where at all possible, and re-used instead of demolished for the sake of simple commercial gain.

· Heritage buildings and precincts should not be completely overwhelmed by large new towers directly behind or over them.

· Height limits should be respected, because they are intended to maintain a ‘pedestrian scaled’ street level environment, the proper context for heritage buildings.

· It is alarming that so many of these big projects have been permitted by the Sate Government through a planning process that does not include an ability to make submissions or lodge appeals.

· The Melbourne City Council has shown little interest in preserving existing heritage listed buildings, let alone updating the listings, which have not changed since 1984.

· There is plenty of room for new development outside the central shopping area and Collins Street. The city fringe area such as La Trobe Street and beyond, King Street and beyond, and of course the Docklands and Southbank provide plenty of scope for new innovative developments without threatening unique heritage precincts.

· The protection of areas by heritage and height controls, such as the central retail area, the Bourke Street hill and Chinatown, has preserved the small scale buildings of earlier eras, the laneways that serve them and the buildings hidden there. These controls are responsible for the development Melbourne’s vibrant laneway culture and apartment conversions of old buildings. 

